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USOECD 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: OECD, BIND, GW, US 

SUBJECT: CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE OECD INDUSTRY COMMITTEE 
REE.: A) STATE 79918; B) PARIS 10131 

1. REGARDING FRANK WEIL'S CANDIDACY FOR CHAIRMANSHIP OF 
THE OECD INDUSTRY COMMITTEE, REF A CONTAINS THE PRESENTA- 
TION WE HAVE ASKED POSTS TO MAKE IN OECD CAPITALS OTHER 
THAN BONN. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHARES USOECD'S ASSESSMENT (REE B) THAT 
WE MAY HAVE A EUNDAMENTAL DIEFERENCE OF OPINION WITH THE 
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GERMANS REGARDING THE FUTURE WORK OF THE INDUSTRY COMMITTEE. 
OUR VIEW IS THAT THE HEAD OF THE INDUSTRY DIRECTORATE 
(BECKLER, US) MAY HAVE TRIED TO MOVE TOO FAST IN RE-DIRECT- 
ING THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. NOW, SLIGHTLY OVER A YEAR 
LATER, WITH THE HELP OF OUTGOING CHAIRMAN WOODS, BECKLER 
HAS CAREFULLY CULTIVATED MOST OF THE DELEGATIONS WHICH NOW 
SUPPORT A BROADENING OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. MRS. 
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BUCHNER-SCHOPF IS ALMOST ISOLATED IN HER OPPOSITION TO THIS 
NEW ROLE. THUS, IN APPROACHING THE ERG ON THIS ISSUE, 

EMBASSY MAY WISH TO AVOID REFERENCES TO NEW TRENDS AND INI- 
TIATIVES IN THE COMMITTEE. INSTEAD, WE SUGGEST THE FOLLOW- 
ING TALKING POINTS: 

- WOODS HAS DONE A FIRST CLASS JOB AS CHAIRMAN. AS THE 
SENIOR DEPUTY IN THE OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER FRASER, HE 
HAS ENHANCED THE STATURE OF THE COMMITTEE AND WE BELIEVE 
THAT A PERSON OF SIMILAR STATURE SHOULD REPLACE HIM. 

- THE USG BELIEVES THAT A CHANGING WORLD ECONOMY NECESSI- 
TATES CHANGING INITIATIVES IN THE OECD. THE INDUSTRY 
COMMITTEE MUST PLAY AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE 
AFFAIRS OF THE ORGANIZATION AS IT BEGINS TO CONTEND WITH 
THE DIFFICULT ECONOMIC REALITIES OF TODAY. 

- THE USG IS GIVING A MUCH HIGHER PRIORITY TO THE WORK 
OF THE COMMITTEE AND WISHES TO BACK UP THIS INCREASED 
INTEREST BY PUTTING FORWARD A HIGHLY QUALIFIED AND DYNAMIC 
CANDIDATE FOR THE CHAIRMANSHIP. 

- AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INDUSTRY AND TRADE IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, FRANK WEIL HAS WIDE RANGING RE- 
SPONSIBILITIES. HE OVERSEES ALL US EXPORTS, TRADE ASSIS- 
TANCE, DOMESTIC COMMERCE, INTERNATIONAL FINANCE AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 081096 

INVESTMENT, AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY. IF ELECTED, 

WEIL INTENDS TO DEVOTE HIMSELF AND THE RESOURCES OF HIS 
DEPARTMENT TO THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. COOPER 
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